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The Art Collector Apartment,

Tel Aviv, Israel
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Principal Architect-- Raz Melamed
Design Team-- Irene Golberg -

Raz Melamed - Pitsou Kedem
Lighting Design-- Orly Avron Alkabes
Character of Space-- Single Family Apartment
Total Floor Area-- 400 m?

Location-- Tel Aviv, Israel

Photos-- Amit Geron

Styling for Photography-- Eti Buskila
Interview- - Rowena Liu

Text-- Pitsou Kedem Architects
Collator-- Lisa Lai

The inspiration for the personality of this centrally located Tel Aviv apartment was
dictated by the story of its owners' lives. Here you find an innovative language of
neutrality — blank, white walls — unassuming foundations for the display of the owner's
impressive collection of art. By way of the design and art, one can intuit the owners
themselves as enthusiasts of life who seek to reflect its beauty upon their walls. In this
home, just as in the design of museum spaces, light and background are imbued with
weight and substance through how they are executed. The light conveys a presence of
being by dint of the large facade openings that allow it in. And yet this space remains
essentially a dwelling whose drive to simultaneously exhibit art and permit daily life is
reflected in the design of its spatial divisions. In museums and galleries the white wall
is used a neutral background purposefully void of presence, a functional foundation
encompassing both the physical and metaphorical. In residences the white wall
becomes the most basic and standard element — it is left blank, boring or shamefully
naked, longing for some kind of usefulness to chance upon it. This led to a culture of
dressing these walls with cabinets finished with white veneer. In the instance, the walls
are designed to transcend their functional destiny and cleanly part and unite to form
a museum space of open surfaces for exhibiting. A clean neutral air is created by the
combination of a sweeping floor and the abstract, modern, and minimalist compositions
crafted into the carpentry. The scheme of the apartment divides the areas around the
building's core into two separate private spaces, one houses the owners and the other
the guests, the gym and service rooms. The outer public spaces remain united along the
building's facade and its external spacious balcony. The openings to this exterior seem to

float towards the urban view as if it itself were on display.
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1. vestibule 2. living room 3. lounge area

4. master bedroom 5. bathroom 6. dressing room
7.restroom 8. dining room 9. kitchen 10. guest room
11. gymnasium  12. laundry room 13. terrace
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